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ROKITA, TODD-House of Representatives-/DC Total: 6
Control No. Status Letter Date |Received Subject Last Action
AL-17-000-7068 Closed Mar 28, 2017  |Apr 03, 2017 THE RENEWABLE FUEL STANDARD (RFS) Cassaundra Eades approved and closed
control
AL-17-000-7740 Closed Apr 06, 2017  |Apr 19, 2017 STATUS OF THE EPA'S ONGOING INVESTIGATION INTO KOKOMO OPALES- Gayvonne Gary approved and closed
CENT GLASS COMPANY (KOG) control
AL-17-001-1255 Closed Jul 14, 2017 Jul 20, 2017 THE EPA'S ENDANGEMENT FINDING FOR LEAD EMISSIONS FROM PISTON-EN- |Cassaundra Eades approved and closed
GINE AIRCRAFT USING LEADED AVIATION GASOLINE control
AX-17-000-6396 Closed Mar 16, 2017 |Mar 16, 2017 Thank you notes from AD to people he spoke with at Presidential address Brigette Moritz Finished response docu-
ment and closed control
AL-18-000-1190 Closed Oct 17, 2017 Nov 02, 2017 DEVELOP AUNIFORM POSITION ON BIOTECHNOLOGY IN AGRICULTURE Kathy Mims Control Closed
AL-18-000-1489 Closed Nov 06, 2017 |Nov 09, 2017 INPUT FROM YOUR AGENCY ON WHETHER NEW PERSONNEL AUTHORITIES Cassaundra Eades Control Closed
RECENTLY GRANTED WOULD BE BENEFICIAL FOR INCREASING THE EFFI-
CIENCY, EFFECTIVENESS AND PERFORMANCE OF YOUR AGENCY
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The Honorable Todd Rokita
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Rokita:

Thank you for your March 28, 2017. letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
regarding the petition for small refinery hardship relief submitted by Calumet Specialty Products
Partners (Calumet).

The EPA treats its decisions on small refinery petitions for exemption from the Renewable
I‘'uel Standard as confidential business information (CBI). For that reason. | cannot share specifics
about our decision on Calumet with you. However, I can tell you that EPA recently issued its
determination on Calumet’s petition.

Again. thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your
staff may contact Patricia Haman in the EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental
Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806.

Sincerely,

R .

Sarah Dunham
Acting Assistant Administrator

Internet Address (URL) e http://www.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable = Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 50% Postconsumer content)
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. The Honorable Todd Rokita
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Rokita:

Thank you for your April 6, 2017 letter regardmg air and soil samplmg at Kokomo Opalescent
(zlass Company (KOG).

It 1s EPA’s understanding that in response to concerns about air deposition of hazardous air
pollutants from art glass facilities in the Portland, Oregon area, the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management (JDEM) conducted soil sampling in Kokomo, Indiana in 2016. In
addition, EPA requested that IDEM collect air samples near KOG to assess potential release of
hazardous air pollutants. To collect the samples, IDEM identified a location on KOG’s property
to place stationary atr monitoring equipment, and obtained access to this location through an
agreement between IDEM and KOG. After collecting the samples, IDEM sends the air samples
to a laboratory, and EPA bears the costs for sample analysis. All air monitoring for hazardous
alr pollutants will conclude by June 30, 2017. EPA will continue to evaluate the results of this

air monttoring data.

Your letter mentions air monitors placed on employees. EPA is not aware of, and has not
required, any air monitors to be worn by employee personnel. 'Worker protection requirements
are typically handled by the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration or its state

counterpart.

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff
may contact Fileen Deamer or Ronna Beckmann, the Region 5 Congressional Liaisons,
at (312) 886-3000.

Sincerely,

Acting Reglonal Administrator

RecycledIRecyclable e Printed with Vegetable Oif Based Inks on 100% Recyzlad Paper (100% Post-Consumer)















Ms. Mary McAuliffe
May 12,2016
Page 4

furnaces, but also that KOG's operations do not create the type of pollution meant to be
addressed by the 6S NESHAP.

We believe that consideration of KOG's facility-specific facts and U.S. EPA’s existing
guidance support rescinding the April 8. 2016 FOV. and we look forward to discussing this with
U.S. EPA staft next week. As a leader in the United States’ colored glass manufacturing
industry. KOG's continued compliance with those requirements applicable to its operations is of
the utmost importance. and the company hopes to work with the agency to address these
allcgations.

Sincerely.

BARNES & THORNBURG LLP
f(\\
EY T

T B

/s/ Joel T. Bowers

JTB/dac

ce: Mr. John O Donncli
Mr. Richard Elliott
Mr. Phil Perry

DMS CGONZALEZ 39348074 1
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The Honorable Todd Rokita
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Rokita:

Thank you for your July 14, 2017, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
regarding the Endangerment Finding for Lead Emissions from Piston-Engine Aircraft Using
Leaded Aviation Gasoline.

The EPA understands the importance of this issue to multiple stakeholders and we are
committed to working with the Federal Aviation Administration. We take our responsibility to
protect clean air seriously and are currently reviewing our policies on this issue. The Spring 2017
Regulatory and Deregulatory Agenda identifies the Endangerment Finding as a long term action
with timing to be determined.

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your
staff may contact Patricia Haman in the EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental
Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806.

Sincerely.

Sarah Dunham
Acting Assistant Administrator

Internet Address (URL) « http:/fwww.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable < Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 50% Postconsumer content)
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AND POLLUTION PREVENTION
The Honorable Todd Rokita

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Rokita:

Thank you for the letter of October 17, 2017, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the Food and Drug Administration regarding coordinating
regulation of the products of biotechnology.

I want to assure you that EPA works closely with USDA and FDA to coordinate regulatory
policies in response to stakeholder feedback. With regard to genome-edited products, in
September 2016, the EPA indicated in the National Strategy for Biotechnology Products,
available at https://www.epa.gov/regulation-biotechnology-under-tsca-and-fifra/national-
strategy-modernizing-regulatory-system, the intent to clarify the approach to pesticidal products
derived through genome editing. The EPA is working closely with USDA and FDA to develop
approaches to genome-edited pesticidal products. We recognize the importance of keeping
United States agriculture at the forefront of innovation while ensuring that products derived from
biotechnology are safe and can successfully enter the marketplace, not only in the United States,
but worldwide.

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff
may contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental
Relations at kaiser.sven-erik@epa.gov or at (202) 566-2753.

Sincerely, /
;{: e [
Charlotte Bertrand

Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator

Internet Address (URL) + http.//iwww epa gov
Recycled/Recyclable - Printed with Vegetable Ol Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper
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October 17, 2017

Secretary Sonny Perdue Administrator Scott Pruitt
Department of Agriculture Environmental Protection Agency
1400 Independence Ave., SW. 1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20250 Washington, DC 20004

Commissioner Scott Gottlieb
Food and Drug Administration
10903 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20993

Dear Secretary Perdue, Administrator Pruitt, and Commissioner Gottlieb,

Advances in agricultural biotechnology provide enormous potential to address some of
society’s most difficult challenges. Biotechnology and emerging technologies such as gene
editing can enhance environmental stewardship, help manage pests and diseases like Zika and
citrus greening, and aid in the reduction of hunger, food waste, and nutritional insutficiencies. It
is vital, however, that these tools have a consistent, science-based, risk-proportionate regulatory
system, and that we remove any unnecessary burdens that would inhibit the use of these
innovative solutions.

As your agencies continue to engage in the Interagency Taskforce on Agriculture and
Rural Prosperity and explore other regulatory improvement opportunities, we believe there are
several recent biotechnology regulatory efforts that warrant your attention. On January 19, 2017,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal Plant and Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) published a draft revision to its Part 340 biotechnology regulations. The U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) proposed expanding the scope of its guidance for industry (GFI)
#187 to regulate any animal intentionally altered using gene editing techniques as a new animal
drug. While we appreciate the thoughtful, science-based direction USDA offers on products of
biotechnology and gene editing that APHIS has ample experience regulating, we are concerned
that these drafts offer deeply conflicting regulatory approaches. Moreover, we do not believe
they provide the consistent, appropriate system needed to promote the development of these
innovative tools.

These contradictory proposals have sent inconsistent signals to our trade partners, who
are in the midst of determining their own approaches to these technologies. We are concerned
that if the Administration does not quickly develop a uniform position on biotechnology in
agriculture, including gene editing, we will see an unworkable patchwork of international
regulations emerge that will effectively further suppress American innovation and the solutions
that come with it,

PRINTED ON BECYULED PAPER



We urge you to coordinate with each other and stakeholders to improve these regulatory
proposals in ways that are consistent and foster innovation. We also request that you increase
engagement with our trading partners to promote a harmonized, science-based international
regulatory system for these products. Finally, as you consider ways to engage with the public to
discuss the continued advancement of biotechnology in agriculture, recall that Congress provided
$3 million in FY 17 for FDA and USDA for these purposes, which would aid engagement efforts.

We appreciate your work and attention to this critical issue, and stand ready to assist you
in efforts to improve the regulatory climate so that our economy and society may benefit from
these promising technologies.

Sincerely,

Nea}P Dukn, M.D. Jimfay Panetta -
K. Mlch&c Conaway Collin C. Peterson
Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson Bob Goodlatte

Fran Lucas Steve ng

Mike Rogers Bob Gibbs

(. st

Austin Scott Rmk Crawford
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Looks like it's with Melissa Gantt of OARM/OHR

Kyle Aarons

Congressional Affairs

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-7351

From: Moody, Christina

Sent: Monday, November 20, 2017 3:22 PM

To: Aarons, Kyle <Aarons.Kyle@epa.gov>

Cc: Farrell, Ericka <Farrell.Ericka@epa.gov>; Williams, Thea <Williams.Thea@epa.gov>; Knapp, Kristien
<Knapp.Kristien@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW: Instructions for responding to letter on personnel flexibilities LRM [HWM-115-95]

Yes, | got the email last week. I'm not able to search in CMS, but do we know which program it was assigned to?

Christina J. Moody

Office of Congressional Affairs

US Environmental Protection Agency
Moody.Christina@epa.gov

From: Aarons, Kyle

Sent: Monday, November 20, 2017 9:25 AM

To: Moody, Christina

Cc: Farrell, Ericka; Williams, Thea; Knapp, Kristien

Subject: FW: PLEASE REVIEW: Instructions for responding to letter on personnel flexibilities LRM [HWM-115-95]

Hi Christina — OMB is asking that we not respond as an individual agency to the 11/6 letter from Wenstrup and others on
PL 115-41. The letter is 18-000-1489 in CMS. OMB is working on a single Administration response, which it will circulate
before sending.

Thanks,
Kyle

Kyle Aarons

Congressional Affairs

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-7351

rror: N

Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 10:39 AM

To: 'ARC' <guyland@arc.gov>; 'BBG' <bbg-Irm@ibb.gov>; 'CFTC' <cftclrm@cftc.gov>; 'CNCS' <LRM@cns.gov>; Group
Epalrm <Epalrm@epamail.epa.gov>; 'EX-IM' <eximirm@exim.gov>; 'FCC' <OLAFCC@fcc.gov>; 'FEC' <fecirm@fec.gov>;
'FHFA' <peter.brereton@fhfa.gov>; 'FLRA' <Leg@flra.gov>; 'FRS' <frboard.clo@frb.gov>; 'FRTIB' <legconts@tsp.gov>;
'FTC' <FTC-LRM@ftc.gov>; 'GSA' <ca.legislation@gsa.gov>; 'IMS' <legislative@imls.gov>; 'LSC' <bergmanc@Isc.gov>;
'MCC' <Irm@mcc.gov>; 'NCD' <jdurocher@ncd.gov>; 'NLRB' <LRM@nlrb.gov>; 'NSF' <olpalrm@nsf.gov>; 'NTSB'
<christopher.wallace@ntsb.gov>; 'OPM' <cla@opm.gov>; 'Peace Corps' <congressional@peacecorps.gov>; 'PBGC'
<clearance.leg@pbgc.gov>; 'RRB' <Karl.Blank@RRB.gov>; 'SSS' <rflahavan@sss.gov>; 'SBA' <cla@sba.gov>; 'SSA'
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<ODCLCA.LRM.SSA@ssa.gov>; 'FCA' <Irm-fca@fca.gov>; 'STB' <ombjbrown@stb.dot.gov>; "USITC'
<lyn.schlitt@usitc.gov>; 'FDIC' <fdiclrm@fdic.gov>; 'SEC' <seclegis@sec.gov>; 'NASA' <nasa_Irm@hgq.nasa.gov>; 'FMC'
<fmcogc@fmc.gov>; 'USPS' <keith.e.weidner@usps.gov>; 'NCPC' <Irm@ncpc.gov>; 'CPSC' <cpsc-Irm@cpsc.gov>; 'NEH'
<neh-Irm@neh.gov>; 'COMMERCE' <clrm@doc.gov>; 'EDUCATION' <ogc_legislation@ed.gov>; 'AGRICULTURE'
<usdaleg@obpa.usda.gov>; 'DEFENSE' <osd.pentagon.ogc.mbx.olc@mail.mil>; 'HHS' <irm@hhs.gov>; 'DHS'
<DHSOGCLegislation@HQ.DHS.GOV>; 'HUD' <HUDLRM@hud.gov>; 'JUSTICE' <justice.lrm@usdoj.gov>; 'LABOR' <dol-sol-
leg@dol.gov>; "TREASURY’ <llr@treasury.gov>; 'TRANSPORTATION' <dot.legislation@dot.gov>; 'ENERGY'
<Energy.GC33@hg.doe.gov>; 'INTERIOR' <ocl@ios.doi.gov>; 'STATE' <state-Irm@state.gov>

Cc: 'governmentaffairsdc@amtrak.com' <governmentaffairsdc@amtrak.com>; 'guyland@arc.gov' <guyland@arc.gov>;
‘EFritschie@bbg.gov' <EFritschie@bbg.gov>; 'cthornton@cftc.gov' <cthornton@cftc.gov>; 'TMason-Elder@cns.gov'
<TMason-Elder@cns.gov>; '‘bwhitener@eac.gov' <bwhitener@eac.gov>; OCIRmail <OCIRmail@epa.gov>;
'patricia.crawford@eeoc.gov' <patricia.crawford@eeoc.gov>; 'kevin.warnke@exim.gov' <kevin.warnke@exim.gov>;
"timothy.strachan@fcc.gov' <timothy.strachan@fcc.gov>; 'dpugh@fec.gov' <dpugh@fec.gov>;
'peter.brereton@fhfa.gov’ <peter.brereton@fhfa.gov>; 'ggripp@fira.gov' <ggripp@flra.gov>; 'frboard.clo@frb.gov'
<frboard.clo@frb.gov>; 'kim.weaver@tsp.gov' <kim.weaver@tsp.gov>; 'congressionalrelations@ftc.gov'
<congressionalrelations@ftc.gov>; 'gsacongressionalaffairs@gsa.gov' <gsacongressionalaffairs@gsa.gov>;
'imlsinfo@imls.gov' <imlsinfo@imis.gov>; ‘azizt@lsc.gov' <azizt@Isc.gov>; 'fornibj@mcc.gov' <fornibj@mcc.gov>;
'pball@ncd.gov' <pball@ncd.gov>; 'tracey.roberts@nirb.gov' <tracey.roberts@nlrb.gov>; 'agreenwe@nsf.gov'
<agreenwe@nsf.gov>; ‘christopher.wallace@ntsb.gov' <christopher.wallace@ntsb.gov>; 'Janel.Fitzhugh@opm.gov'
<Janel.Fitzhugh@opm.gov>; 'congressional@peacecorps.gov' <congressional@peacecorps.gov>;
'congressionals@pbgc.gov' <congressionals@pbgc.gov>; 'Beverly.Britton-Fraser@rrb.gov' <Beverly.Britton-
Fraser@rrb.gov>; 'information@sss.gov' <information@sss.gov>; 'clainquiry@sba.gov' <clainquiry@sba.gov>;
‘robert.forrestor@ssa.gov' <robert.forrestor@ssa.gov>; 'Info-line@sca.gov' <Info-line@sca.gov>;
'stephanie.lyons@stb.dot.gov' <stephanie.lyons@stb.dot.gov>; 'michael.stroud@usitc.gov' <michael.stroud@usitc.gov>;
'sawood@fdic.gov' <sawood@fdic.gov>; 'kelleyan@sec.gov' <kelleyan@sec.gov>; 'sonya.webb-queen@nasa.gov'
<sonya.webb-queen@nasa.gov>; 'jdecrosta@fmc.gov' <jdecrosta@fmc.gov>; 'Ernesto.Sanabria@usps.gov'
<Ernesto.Sanabria@usps.gov>; 'anne.schuyler@ncpc.gov' <anne.schuyler@ncpc.gov>; 'ola@cpsc.gov' <ola@cpsc.gov>;
'puckerd@arts.gov' <puckerd@arts.gov>; 'Arankin@doc.gov' <Arankin@doc.gov>; 'olcainquiries@ed.gov'
<olcainquiries@ed.gov>; ‘agsec@usda.gov' <agsec@usda.gov>; 'osd.pentagon.oasdla.ci@mail.mil’
<osd.pentagon.oasdla.ci@mail.mil>; 'Scott.logan@acf.hhs.gov' <Scott.logan@acf.hhs.gov>;
'CongresstoDHS@hq.dhs.gov' <CongresstoDHS@hg.dhs.gov>; ‘Michael.).Kelley@hud.gov' <Michael.).Kelley@hud.gov>;
'doj.correspondence@usdoj.gov’ <doj.correspondence@usdoj.gov>; 'ociacongressionalnotification@dol.gov'
<ociacongressionalnotification@dol.gov>; 'legaffairs@treasury.gov' <legaffairs@treasury.gov>; 'ostgovaffairs@dot.gov'
<ostgovaffairs@dot.gov>; 'Derrick.Cunningham@hgq.doe.gov' <Derrick.Cunningham@hgq.doe.gov>;
‘micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov' <micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov>; 'congressionalcorrespondence @state.gov'
<congressionalcorrespondence @state.gov>;

Subject: PLEASE REVIEW: Instructions for responding to letter on personnel flexibilities LRM [HWM-115-95]

Attached please find a letter from Representative Wenstrup and other members of Congress that the agencies on this e-
mail received last week asking for agency views on the extension of personnel authorities similar to those in the
Department of Veterans Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act of 2017 (P.L. 115-41). OMB asks that
agencies please refrain from responding to the letter individually.



OMB is drafting a single Administration response to the letter which will be circulated to this same distribution list in the
coming days. Once the letter has gone through OMB clearance, it will be submitted to Rep. Wenstrup. OMB has notified
Rep. Wenstrup that he will receive a single Administration response.

If you have already responded to the letter, please reply to this message and attach the response.
This message is being sent to the points of contact at agency who received the letter, as well as to the LRM points of
contact for each agency (where applicable — we do not have an LRM contact for AMTRAK, the Election Assistance

Commission, or the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission).

Thank you.

LRM ID: HWM-115-95
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM
Friday, November 17, 2017

TO: Legislative Liaison Officer - See Distribution

FROM: Menard, Barbara (for) Assistant Director for Legislative Reference

OMB CONTACT: Myers, Hayley

c-vis [ |

PHONE: 202-395-3857
FAX: 202-395-6148

In accordance with OMB Circular A-19, OMB requests the views of your agency on the above subject before advising on
its relationship to the program of the President. By the deadline above, please reply by e-mail or telephone, using the
OMB Contact information above.

Please advise us if this item will affect direct spending or receipts for the purposes of the Statutory Pay-as-You-Go Act of
2010.

Thank you.



@ongress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515
November 6, 2017

Dear Secretaries, Administrators, Directors and Commissioners:

Thank you for your service to our nation. As our country grapples with ever-increasing debt and
the fiscal reality of needing to do more with less, promoting government efficiency is imperative.
Over the past several years, onc nced not look further than the Department of Veterans Affairs to
find numerous instances of waste, fraud, and malfeasance. These range from instances of staff
intoxication during surgery to improper bonuses awarded to senior employees -- all while our
veterans suffered from lengthy wait times for medical appointments and benefit appeals claims.

Recently, however, Congress granted VA Secretary David Shulkin the flexibility to promote
greater accountability and efficiency for all levels of VA employees. Specifically, these new
authorities include the ability to swiftly remove underperforming VA employees, recoup bonuses
and other benefits provided to employees engaging in waste, fraud, or abuse, while expanding
whistleblower protections for VA employees with the establishment of a new Office of
Accountability and Whistleblower Protection. By signing this legislation, known as the
Department of Veterans Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act of 2017 (P.L.
115-41) into law, we appreciate President Trump’s support in working with Congress to make
bold reforms to existing operational processes at a currently-beleaguered federal agency.

We write you today to solicit your input on whether the new authorities extended to Secretary
Shulkin would be beneficial towards increasing the efficiency, effectiveness, and performance of
your departments/agencies.

*  Would the extension of these authorities to your department/agency be beneficial to
operational efficiency, morale, and employee accountability?

¢ What recommendations do you have to improve or expand these authorities?

We appreciate your consideration of this request, and thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely, f/
M . ﬂ. W _.,"}4 - A\ﬂmh’w;}w‘”,.m ' )
//‘/ - - el -
Brad R. Wenstrup o , arry Loudermilk
Member of Congress Member of Congress
- -
% o ‘5” < 7%25?"’
m Rice Robert Pittenger

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Steve Stivers
Member of Congress

Rod Blum
Member of Cgngress

Greg Gianforte
Member of Congress
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Trey Hollingsworth
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Steve King J

Member of Congress

Blaine Luctkemeyer v
Member of Congress

Warren Davidson
Member of Congress

Mdlk Walkel
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

oot Ul
Andy Biggs

Member of Congress
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Rob Woodall
Member of Congress
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Mark Sanford
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress




Louie Gohmert
Member of Congress

Todd Rokita
Member of Congress

Stwe Chulo?

Steve Chabot
Member of Congress

Mike Coffmy
Member of Congress

Bill Johnson
Member of Congress

CC: All Federal Executive and Independent Agencies
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Member of Congress
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Tom McClintock
Member of Congress
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Ralph Norman
Member of Congress

Austin Scott
Member of Congress
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March 1.2017

Todd Rokita
Member of Congress
4" District. Indiana

2439 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Todd:

It was a pleasure speaking with you at the
Presidents™ address to Congress.

I ook forward to working with you.

Sincerely. /

—— -} Scott Pruitt
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